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Abstract

COVID-19 has created significant changes in the everyday lives of teachers, children and
parents. Due to school lockdowns in the spring semester of 2020, teachers shifted from in-
person classroom teaching into “emergent remote teaching” (Hodges et al. 2020, para. 5),
where digital tools and software were used for instruction and teacher-student
communications. Many children have also shifted their social lives from face-to-face to virtual
interactions (Hutchins 2020); for example, engaging in online family story reading, social media
participation, and joining after school activities digitally. This pandemic has highlighted the
importance of being literate in digital environments for children. Digital literacy, that is, literacy
practices undertaken across multi-media, involving “accessing, using and analysing digital
texts and artefacts in addition to their production and dissemination” (Sefton-Green et al. 2016,
p. 15). The importance of the digital world and digital tools for the post-COVID future where
digital literacy could become more prominently featured for teachers, children, and parents
must not be underemphasized.

In this presentation, | reviewed the literature on young children’s digital literacy practices at
home. Many studies have illustrated the benefits and various kinds of learning that children get
from their digital play at home, including emergent literacy learning (Neumann 2016), digital
citizenship (Bennett et al. 2016), etc. Moreover, | presented the complex trajectories of children
playing with their digital devices and toys at home (Marsh 2017). In the 21st century children’s
home play, the boundaries between the virtual and physical worlds are blurring (Marsh 2010;
O’Mara and Laidlaw 2011; Carrington 2017).

More importantly, this literature review suggests a gap and an opportunity for future
researchers to explore home digital literacy of children, who are from minority backgrounds in
Canada, as literacy practices are socially and culturally situated. This presentation illustrates
the importance of my proposed doctoral research, as my research aims to explore Culturally
and Linguistically Diverse (CLD) children’s digital home literacy practices in Canada.
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