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Abstract

COVID-19 has created significant changes in the everyday lives of teachers, children and 
parents. Due to school lockdowns in the spring semester of 2020, teachers shifted from in-
person classroom teaching into “emergent remote teaching” (Hodges et al. 2020, para. 5), 
where digital tools and software were used for instruction and teacher-student 
communications. Many children have also shifted their social lives from face-to-face to virtual 
interactions (Hutchins 2020); for example, engaging in online family story reading, social media 
participation, and joining after school activities digitally. This pandemic has highlighted the 
importance of being literate in digital environments for children. Digital literacy, that is, literacy 
practices undertaken across multi-media, involving “accessing, using and analysing digital 
texts and artefacts in addition to their production and dissemination” (Sefton-Green et al. 2016, 
p. 15). The importance of the digital world and digital tools for the post-COVID future where 
digital literacy could become more prominently featured for teachers, children, and parents 
must not be underemphasized.

In this presentation, I reviewed the literature on young children’s digital literacy practices at 
home. Many studies have illustrated the benefits and various kinds of learning that children get 
from their digital play at home, including emergent literacy learning (Neumann 2016), digital 
citizenship (Bennett et al. 2016), etc. Moreover, I presented the complex trajectories of children 
playing with their digital devices and toys at home (Marsh 2017). In the 21st century children’s 
home play, the boundaries between the virtual and physical worlds are blurring (Marsh 2010; 
O’Mara and Laidlaw 2011; Carrington 2017). 

More importantly, this literature review suggests a gap and an opportunity for future 
researchers to explore home digital literacy of children, who are from minority backgrounds in 
Canada, as literacy practices are socially and culturally situated. This presentation illustrates 
the importance of my proposed doctoral research, as my research aims to explore Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse (CLD) children’s digital home literacy practices in Canada. 

Reference list: Bennett LB, Aguayo RC, Field SL. 2016. At home in the world: Supporting children in human rights, global citizenship, and digital 
citizenship. Childhood Education. [accessed 2021 Feb 2];92(3):189-199. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00094056.2016.1180892?
journalCode=uced20. Carrington V. 2017. How we live now:" I don't think there's such a thing as being offline". Teachers College Record. 
[accessed 2021 Feb 2];119(12). https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1162948. Hodges C, Moore S, Lockee B, Trus, T, Bond A. 2020 Mar 27. The difference 
between emergency remote teaching and online learning. EduCAUSE Review. [accessed 2021 Feb 2]. https://er.educause.edu/articles/2020/3/the-
difference-between-emergency-remote-teaching-and-online-learning. Hutchins A. 2020 Mar 14. Should you shame friends into cancelling their 
vacations? (And 17 other urgent questions). Maclean’s. [accessed 2021 Feb 2]. https://www.macleans.ca/society/health/coronavirus-in-canada-
should-you-shame-friends-into-cancelling-their-vacations-and-17-other-pressing-questions/Marsh J. 2010. Young children’s play in online virtual 
worlds. Journal of early childhood research. [accessed 2021 Feb 2];8(1):23-39. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1476718X09345406. 
Marsh J. 2017. The internet of toys: A posthuman and multimodal analysis of connected play. Teachers College Record. [accessed 2021 Feb 2];
119(12):1-32. https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/80839973.pdf. Neumann MM. 2016. Young children's use of touch screen tablets for writing and 
reading at home: Relationships with emergent literacy. Computers and Education. [accessed 2021 Feb 2];97:61-68. https://www.sciencedirect.com/
science/article/abs/pii/S036013151630046X. O'Mara J, Laidlaw L. 2011. Living in the iworld: Two literacy researchers reflect on the changing texts 
and literacy practices of childhood. English Teaching: Practice and Critique. [accessed 2021 Feb 2];10(4):149-159. https://eric.ed.gov/?
id=EJ962612. Sefton-Green J, Marsh J, Erstad O, Flewitt R. 2016. Establishing a re- search agenda for the digital literacy practices of young 
children: A White Paper for COST Action IS1410 [White paper]. DigiLitEY. [accessed 2021 Feb 2]. http://digi- litey.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/
DigiLitEYWP.pdf

Cite as: lastname Initial. 2021. title. Alberta Academic Review, Vol  4 (1): 3, EEGSA-
SEGSA Special Issue: Remote Connections, DOI: 10.29173/aar120 

ISSN 2561-5327 (print)
ISSN 2561-5335 (online)


